
Outdoor Porcelain Tiling Guide. 

Transforming an Outdoor Space with 20mm Outdoor Porcelain Tiles. 

 

A step up from the usual landscaping paving slabs, outdoor porcelain tiles offer 
a modern, sleek look that brings interior design to the outdoors. With a 

thickness of 20mm, outdoor tiles are ideal for patios, terraces and pathways. 
The use of external tiles can completely transform an outdoor living space. 

Outdoor porcelain tiles offer many features and benefits, they are extremely 
durable, scratch resistant and weatherproof; requiring very little maintenance. 
Sealing is not required as the non-porous nature of porcelain tiles makes them 
resistant to staining, algae and mildew. As a result, outdoor porcelain tiles are 

very easy to keep clean. These tiles are also highly slip resistant, therefore 
extremely safe even when wet.  Outdoor porcelain tiles have proved to be the 

ideal solution to revamp any outdoor space. 

 

 



 

 

*If Filled With Pedestals. 

So How Do You Install These Tiles? 

There are several installation methods for 20mm outdoor porcelain tiles. The 
material is no different to a standard porcelain tile and therefore is treated 

much the same. 

1 -Tiling  on  a Solid Concrete Base 

Essentially this method is the same as internal tiling and can be used for patios 
and driveways. It does not require the concrete base to be fully cured and 

expansion joints will need to be added where necessary. It’s easy to achieve a 
level and even surface with a solid base, however keep in mind that falls will 

need to be added to help rain water drain away. Ensure you are using a 



polymer modified cement-based adhesive that is suitable for external use. On 
a solid base you can install rectified porcelain paving with a narrow joint for a 

semi-seamless finish. 

• Solid concrete base with suitable adhesive and grout. 
• 3mm Grout Joints are normally recommended for this type of 

application. 

 

 

2 - Fitting on a Hardcore Base 

• Mark out the patio area: Allow 150-200mm for the kerbing or 
haunching should the patio not join a solid construction such as a house 

or garden. 
• Dig at least 150mm depth below the proposed height of the patio: This 

is to allow 100mm minimum compacted MOT Type 1 or GSB (General 
Sub Base) material, a 30mm minimum bed of mortar and the 20mm 

porcelain tile. 

Building regulations state that the paving must be 150mm below any 
DPC (Damp-Proof Course) so that it protects the house from dampness. 

The patio must have suitable water drainage, such as 15mm fall in the 
sub base for every 1000mm. This can be achieved by using a tense string 

line to guide the alignment along the length of the paving. Ensure that 



the sub base is no less than 100mm depth at any point when 
incorporating the fall. 

Alternatively, the installation of a linear drain system would allow for a 
seamless transition between the internal and external floors. 

• Compact the sub-base: The use of MOT Type 1 or GSB material is 
required to give the strength and stability to the patio. Rake out the 
aggregate to create an even layer, then use a compacting plate to 

compact the loose aggregate to a compressed height of 50mm below 
the string line, ensuring a 100mm depth of material. 

 

• Mix and apply the bedding mortar: Mix the sharp sand and cement 4-
parts sand to 1-part cement. This should be a firm consistency, not 

sloppy or runny. Use Mapei Planicrete  admix through this mortar to 
ensure a good bond with the porcelain tile, they mix equal parts of water 
& Mapei Planicrete with a few handfuls of cement to form a wet slurry, 

paint this to the back of each tile prior to laying. 

 

3 – Fitting on Raised Pedestals 

 

Eterno Ivica,  self—levelling pedestals on roof terraces & balconies. 

Adjustable pedestals are perfect for use on balconies and terraces. Each 
pedestal has a self-levelling head and can be adjusted slightly once tiles are 



installed. Available in a range of heights which can be adjusted from 10mm 
up to 215mm using extension pieces. This is a ‘dry’ installation method as 
no adhesive or grout is required and the joints are left open, allowing for 

easy drainage and removal of the tiles. 

• Plastic self-levelling pedestals. 
• Suitable for roof terraces and balconies. 

• Pedestal feature spacer tabs and joints are left open. Link to video: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgL_jOXm7Sg 

  

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=FgL_jOXm7Sg

